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Speech by the Secretary of State for Infrastructure, Transport 
and Housing and Chairman of ENAIRE at the World ATM 
Congress. 08-03-16 
Ms Minister of Public Works and Transport, Directors General of CANSO and ATCA, authorities, 
dear friends... 

Thank you very much for participating in this forum - the most important one for air navigation in 
the world. 

I'd like to particularly thank those at CANSO and ATCA who made it possible for Spain to host this 
major international event. 

The strategy at ENAIRE, the public business organisation I preside which is responsible for air 
navigation in Spain, is to achieve excellence in air navigation management by increasing its 
presence and international projection as a highly specialised public management authority which 
is on the cutting edge of research and technology. 

Our goals are to offer the greatest of safety, quality and efficiency in the services provided and 
contribute to the development of the Spanish and European air navigation systems. 

During this legislature, ENAIRE has been able to combine a policy seeking economic efficiency 
with improvements in the services provided and the introduction of new technologies in the air 
transport sector. 

This commitment to innovation has allowed us to progress towards safer, more efficient and more 
flexible air space management with more competitive rates. 

As concerns safety, which is ENAIRE's priority objective, it is worth highlighting the ongoing 
improvement in reducing the number of incidents out of every 100,000 movements.  This figure 
has decreased by more than 70% in Spain since 2011, to the lowest values in recent years. 

As far as service quality, the results have been unbeatable as we have been able to decrease 
flight delays by 79% since 2011, bringing us lower than the European average. 

Moreover, ENAIRE has implemented an Air Space Efficiency Plan with a view to providing 
airlines with better service.  Over the last few years, this Plan has made it possible to establish 
shorter routes for savings on fuel and C02 emissions, which no doubt provides our society with 
greater environmental benefits in addition to economic savings for the airlines. 

In recent years, ENAIRE has also improved in competitiveness to become the air navigation 
services provider with the 2nd lowest rates of the 5 major European countries in air traffic volume.  
These rates are expected to remain frozen over the next few years. 

With respect to the evolution of the air traffic managed by ENAIRE, the year 2015 ended 
positively with an increase of 2.9% and more than a million seven hundred thousand flights.  The 
year 2016 couldn't have started off better as there has been a 
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5% increase in just the first two months with nearly 11,800 more flights than during the same 
period last year. 

And to round off this brief outlook, I could add that, according to the latest data published by 
EUROCONTROL, Spain was one of the top 3 countries which most contributed to air traffic 
growth in Europe as of the start of this year. 

Just as it has been doing up to now, ENAIRE will continue looking to the new technologies to 
modernise our Air Navigation system through an investment plan that will help achieve the 
objectives set forth in the European Master Plan all while positioning ourselves as a 
state-of-the-art company in the aeronautics sector in Europe. 

It is along these lines that ENAIRE, with support from the Spanish Ministry of Public Works and 
Transport, would like to reinforce its presence in the international arena even more.  Some clear 
examples of this decisive intention include its important presence in more than 60 SESAR 
projects in the R+D phase, on the one hand; and ENAIRE's relevant role in the SESAR 2020 
deployment phase with our participation in projects accounting for an overall budget of €143 M 
with subsidies totalling €71.5M, on the other. 

Furthermore, ENAIRE was recently designated as one of the 5 leaders chosen by the EU to 
support the SESAR "Deployment Manager" in monitoring and synchronising its "pilot common 
project". 

ENAIRE is also a leading shareholder in European consortiums providing international services: 
aeronautical data information, satellite navigation and pan-European data communications 
services. 

Finally, I would like to underline the key role ENAIRE has played in the field of satellite 
navigation. 

Companies, operators and air navigation service providers; I would like to invite all of you to take 
advantage of this event to open up lines of work and to drive the new technologies so they can 
make it possible for us to achieve our shared safety, efficiency, flexibility, service quality and 
innovation goals. 

We shall work together to move forward in our common objective for a global air navigation 
market.  In order to do so, we are offering our experience and have great hopes to share yours. 

Let it be a productive Congress and thank you very much for your attention. 

enaire.es Avda. Aragón, 402 - 28022 Madrid Director of Communication T. 912 967 501 

2 of 2 


